HISTORY
Mutiara Laut was born from the dream of one man, Leo, whose name and legacy will forever remain inseparable
from the ship he built quite literally with his own hands.
Leendert “Leo” Van Oostenbrugge, a Dutch native from the port city of
Rotterdam (°1941), had spent the better part of his professional career
navigating the oceans of the world as captain at the helm of large
cargo ships before moving on to own and manage yacht marinas in the
Netherlands. Here, in his own wharf, he quickly gathered fame as a
builder of small luxury sailing yachts.
Upon his retirement, this Bourgondian at heart who had always
thoroughly enjoyed the better things in life settled in Bali with his wife
Martha. However, as a restless bon-vivant and an insatiable
adventurer, a quiet sunset on the couch was not what he had in mind.
The sea always kept beckoning and travelling as a passenger on cruise ships simply wasn’t enough to quench his
thirst for exploring the remote parts of Indonesia. And so this romantic doer decided to build his own sailing yacht,
which he would christen Mutiara Laut or Pearl of the Sea.
He asked his lifelong friend and acclaimed architect, designer, sculptor and writer Dolf “Farelli” Versteegh, to come
up with a design, and together they decided on the basic layout and structure of a sleek 18th century North Atlantic
schooner that would incorporate elements and materials of the legendary Indonesian phinisi. These two-masted
sailing ships traditionally come from the Buginese people of South Sulawesi and have for centuries been plying the
trade routes of Indonesia and beyond. The darker days of their history, when the Buginese were often associated
with pirates and buccaneers, resound in our modern vocabulary when we refer to the “boogeyman”, while in today’s
world the phinisi s till make up the largest commercial sailing fleet in the world.

Next, Leo enlisted the help of Balinese entrepreneur Oka Pidada, to set up the company that would become PT
Exotic Yacht Charter Bali. Pak Oka would quickly become invaluable not only for obtaining all necessary permits and
licenses, but also for the actual construction of the ship, sourcing and procuring materials all over Indonesia and
getting deeply involved with the completion of the ship’s interior.
Leo arranged to finance the build through friends and acquaintances, and it was January 2008 when he and Oka set
off to the jungles of Borneo for the first time to select and procure a vast supply of 300m3 of ulin ironwood timber
that was going to become the skeleton of his ship. Here, in the Indonesian part of Borneo, they also chose a
traditional wharf to build the hull, in the small town of Pagatan on a muddy river mouth in South Kalimantan, an
always adventurous and often extremely rough and dangerous seven to ten-hour journey by Land Rover from the
nearest airport in Banjarmasin.

By the end of March 2008, local craftsmen had joined the beams for the keel which would become the 30m/100ft
backbone of the ship, and pretty soon work on the hull would start in earnest.

Using traditional methods, local craftsmen were bending beam after beam of Ironwood, which they would join to
form the skeleton of the ship.

Over the course of numerous lengthy trips back and forth between Bali and Borneo, Leo could see his ship grow
steadily, while often working shoulder to shoulder with the local shipbuilders to make corrections and adjustments
yet never passing up the opportunity to hang around with the village kids.

By the end of that year the ship was truly taking shape and before long the deck was being constructed.

From his hut overlooking the wharf, Leo could see the first coats of paint going on the hull in early 2009. Tons of lead
ballast had to be loaded by hand and temporary superstructures had to be built so that soon the naked vessel would
be ready to be towed across the 350 nautical miles from Pagatan to Benoa in Bali by tugboat. While the engine and
bow thrusters were delivered to the ship already, the installation would have to wait till Bali.

Finally, in early April 2009 the vessel was prepared to leave the wharf where she was born and she was rolled into
the river to be towed out to sea.

After a four-day crossing from the southern shores of Kalimantan to Bali with Leo on board, the Mutiara Laut
completed her maiden voyage and arrived at the quay of Benoa harbour on 9 April 2009.

Now the skilled wood craftsmen of Bali and Sulawesi could go to work on the superstructure and the interior of the
ship, using a combination of traditional and modern techniques and materials, including several truckloads of
priceless tropical hardwood lumber, such as teak, merbau and meranti from Java.

No expenses were being spared on acquiring and installing hundreds of the highest quality imported electronic and
mechanical components for everything ranging from plumbing to wiring and navigation to propulsion.

Specialists from Holland, who can fall back on 500 years of shipbuilding traditions dating back to the Golden Age of
the VOC (the Dutch East Indies Company), were called in to assist and cooperate with Leo and the local workforce to
fit out the ship. These included renowned ship architect and designer Dick Zaal and ship carpenter Dick Van
Amerongen, as well as Leo’s own son Niels as a stylist and interior designer. In the meantime, work had begun on the
construction of the office building on the quay overlooking Serangan harbour, which would be the home port of call
for MSY (Motor Sailing Yacht) Mutiara Laut.

With the dawn of 2010 came the first bookings for cruises later that year and in the shadow of the brand new office
building at Serangan harbour, the sexy and elegant curves of Mutiara Laut were slowly emerging from every angle as
she was transforming into the luxurious five-star sailing yacht she is today.

By May 2010, the quay was a buzz of activity with countless welders fusing 6 meter long sections of steel into
40-meter/130 feet long masts. Another milestone was soon reached when the massive masts, weighing in excess of
3,000 kg/6,600 lbs each, were hoisted and installed on the ship.

Meanwhile, work on both the interior and exterior had to continue unabated, with the lists of things-to-do seemingly
endless.

In July 2010 the rigging of over 1000 metres/3300 feet of steel cable and rope wiring is completed by Dutch specialist
rigger Peter Bosgraaf, and on a windless day the 850m2 /9,150 sqft of sails are connected and hoisted for the very
first time.

Over the next couple of months, a gazillion finishing touches are being made, the galley and the bridge are fully
equipped, furniture is installed and, most importantly, MSY Mutiara Laut receives her Balinese ceremonial blessing.

In September, Mutiara Laut makes her first voyage under her own power to and from Surabaya for a couple of weeks
of TLC in the dry dock there, and the engines and sails are put through their paces in open water for the very first
time.

With the sea trials successfully completed, all inspections done and all certifications in place, the crew hired and
trained, MSY Mutiara Laut will now soon be ready to receive her first guests, or will she...?
D-Day minus two...

Finally, on 31 October 2010, after 2,5 years of construction between laying the first beam of ulin ironwood in
Pagatan and hoisting the anchor in Serangan harbour, MSY Mutiara Laut sails off with Leo at the helm, taking a first
select group of 14 friends, family, investors and builders as passengers on a 2600 km/1400 NM trial run to Lombok,
Sumbawa, Komodo, Flores, the Banda Islands, Raja Ampat and Sorong.

By now, a young First Officer from Sumbawa with ancestral roots among the Buginese of South Sulawesi has been
groomed, tutored and sponsored by Leo to complete his captain’s studies. It wouldn’t be long before Leo would pass
on his skipper’s stripes to Captain Andi, who would over the following years command MSY Mutiara Laut to as far
away places as Singapore, Bangkok, Ho Chi Min City and even Palau.
It is a proud testimony not only to the shipbuilding talents but also to the sailing and leadership skills of Leo that
Captain Andi is still in charge of MSY Mutiara Laut today, not to mention the deep mutual friendship he shared with
his mentor. Just as quickly, our current Chief Officer Anis, Chief Engineer Tonny and First Mate Edi “Cobra” had made
Mutiara Laut their home and so it still is today.

In September 2015, Leo passed away unexpectedly at the age of 74. His ashes were scattered in the waters off the
coast of Bali from the bow of MSY Mutiara Laut, by his beloved family and the crew members of the very first day,
surrounded by his closest friends and including all the guys who joined the crew throughout the five years he had
been able to sail his dream.

By this time, Leo’s close personal friend Kees Groenendijk had already moved from Holland to Bali to assist him with
the management of the ship and the company. Kees, who had fallen in love with the ship at first sight, naturally
followed in Leo’s footsteps to continue the dream.
While decidedly and respectfully staying loyal to Leo’s original concept and ideas about what Mutiara Laut ought to
be and with the original core crew still at his side, Kees has since devoted all his efforts and savings to modernizing
and upgrading the ship’s infrastructure and facilities into the 5-star luxury liveaboard she is today.

Milestones:
January 2008
March 2008
April 2009
May 2010
July 2010
September 2010
31 October 2010
September 2015
Throughout 2017
June 2018
December 2018

Launching of PT Exotic Yacht Charter Bali
Start of hull construction in Pagatan, South Kalimantan, Borneo
Casco towed 350 NM from Pagatan to Bali
Installation of the masts
Completion of the rigging
Maiden voyage under own power from Bali to Surabaya and back
First departure with guests
Leo’s passing, leaving the company to Kees
Refurbishment and renovation of the interior
Installation of upgraded diving infrastructure
Launching of Sea Pearl Charter Ltd

Illustrious guests:
April 2015
March 2016
April 2017

HRH the King of Swaziland and his entourage
Queen band members Roger Taylor and Jim Beach
Mitt Romney with the Charity Vision International non-profit organisation

Memorable voyages:
November 2015Exploration of the Asmat region in Papua
December 2015
Palau
May-April 2016
6-week voyage to Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam

